
 

Influences 
When I was seven years old, I won a local talent quest for my performance of “Charles” 
a poem I had learned at school. Due to my success, my Great Grandmother paid for me 
to begin Speech and Drama lessons.  My teacher was a woman named Eve Poole.  She 
was a German Jew who had met her New Zealand husband during World War Two, when 
she had been an army driver in the Middle East.  She married at eighteen, and came to 
live in Invercargill with her husband, when the war finished.  English was her second 
language, yet she managed to sit and pass her Speech and Drama qualifications- no 
mean feat, even for those of us for whom English is our first language.  Not only that, 
she also was mother to four children and a city counsellor.  In the end, she became 
Invercargill’s mayor, a major feat for any woman at the time. 
 
I spent 30 minutes every week of the school term for seven years in her company, and I 
am so grateful for her influence on me, the literature she shared with me, the talent she 
nurtured in me… and the gift of spending quality time with such an amazing woman. 
 
Little did either of us know how worthwhile those lessons were.   Little did I know how 
important being able to use my voice well was going to be. I look at that chain of events 
now- the teacher who taught me a poem, my Great Grandmother who paid for my 
lessons, Eve herself…. And think that is how God works!  Its all in the small things, the 
co-incidences that are God-incidences- and we all experience those in some shape or 
form.  So I hope that you can remember someone who has influence you for the good 
today- and thank God for them!   
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Meditation of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Blast From The Past 
 

 
 
 

  

This is a copy of a 
letter from Bishop 
Selwyn to the first 
Vicar of St Mary’s, 
William Bolland, 
in 1844.   
 
Although it is not 
very readable, I 
thought you 
might like to see 
his instructions, 
and also his 
drawing, and it is 
nice to know that 
he entirely 
approved of what 
Rev Bolland had 
done! 
 
I accessed this in 
the College of St 
John the 
Evangelist in 
Auckland, 
archives, where 
there are a 
number of such 
historical gems 
lurking.  



 
 
 
  



Communion Wine returns 
Last Sunday Jacqui asked for feedback regarding the sharing of wine at communion, 
based on those who responded.  The resounding majority said “yes” — so “yes” it is! 
However, for those of you who are not comfortable with sharing in the current climate- 
please do not feel you have to.  Jacqui is choosing not to and hopes her choice is 
respected, along with everyone else’s!  She also hope that, as each of you sips 
individually, that you remember those who are unable to at present. 
 

Parish Forum Save The Date 
The next Parish Forum will be on Sunday June 27th after our 10am service. Our forums 
are an opportunity to gather and share information in a relaxed, convivial atmosphere. 
It is not an appropriate space to take people to task or dive deeply into individual areas 
of interest. If you have questions or concerns related to our Parish we encourage you to 
speak directly to the people involved as things arise. A light lunch will be served at the 
Forum. 
 

St Mary’s Recycling Depot 
There are many common objects which can’t be recycled via your Council bins (bread 
bag tags, milk bottle lids, soft plastic etc) so Jen has set up a recycling programme for 
parishioners so we can help divert waste from landfill. You are welcome to bring these 
“tricky recyclables” in and we’ll look after the rest. See the website or last week’s E-
ffervesence for details about what can be recycled and where to drop them. 
 
Share Your Gifts 
Cath is planning a great new initiative, a series of Faith Crew sessions (for their 10am 
gathering on Sundays) where parishioners and people within our community share their 
skills with our younger disciples. If you have skills or talents you’d like to pass on to our 
youth (think handicrafts, calligraphy, woodwork, baking etc) then have a chat with Cath. 
Our Pioneer Ministry team will supply materials, supervision and eager learners — you 
just bring your gifts. 
 
Faith Crew Back Next Week 
Faith Crew (the younger members of our Parish) will not be meeting as usual at 10am 
this Sunday — although there will be resources at the 10am service to help keep our 
younger people engaged. The team will be back next week to continue walking with our 
young disciples on their faith journey. 



Te Pouhere Sunday 
The second Sunday after Pentecost, this Sunday, is the day on which this Church 
celebrates its Constitution / Te Pouhere, which establishes the three Tikanga (cultural 
streams) of this Church in this Province of Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia. 
 

Genesis 3: 1-5 
The serpent was clever, more clever than any wild animal God had made. He spoke to 
the Woman: “Do I understand that God told you not to eat from any tree in the 
garden?” 
The Woman said to the serpent, “Not at all. We can eat from the trees in the garden. It’s 
only about the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, ‘Don’t eat from it; don’t 
even touch it or you’ll die.’” 
The serpent told the Woman, “You won’t die. God knows that the moment you eat from 
that tree, you’ll see what’s really going on. You’ll be just like God, knowing everything, 
ranging all the way from good to evil.” 
 

Ephesians 2: 13-16 
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. 
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the 
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its 
commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out 
of the two, thus making peace,  and in one body to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 
 
 

Matthew 7:24-25 
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man 
who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone 
who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who 
built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!” Now when Jesus had finished 
saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as 
one having authority, and not as their scribes.



SUNDAY DAY JUNE 6 
Te Pouhere Sunday 
Isa 42:10-20 2 Cor 5:14-19 
John 15:9-17 
 
Morning Prayer:  Ps 36  
Deut 6:10-25  Acts 22:22–23:11  
  
Evening Prayer:  Ps 37:1-11(12-17)  
Jer 6:16-21  Rom 9:1-13  
   
MONDAY JUNE 7 
2 Cor 1:1-7  Ps 34:1-8  
Matt 5:1-12  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps (27),30  
Job 13   Rom 7:1-6  
 
Evening Prayer:   Ps (26),28,(29)  
Josh 14   Luke 12:1-12  
  
TUESDAY  JUNE 8 
2 Cor 1:18-22  Ps 119:129-136  
Matt 5:13-16  
 
Morning prayer:   Ps (32),36  
Job 14   Rom 7:7-end  
 
Evening prayer:   Ps 33  
Josh 21:43-22:8  Luke 12:22-31  
 
WEDNESDAY JUNE  
Columba of Iona, Abbot, Missionary, 597 
2 Cor 3:4-11  Ps 78:1-4  
Matt 5:17-19  
 
Morning prayer:   Ps 34  

Job 15   Rom 8:1-11  
   
Evening prayer:   Ps 119:33-56  
Josh 22:9-end  Luke 12:22-31  
 
THURSDAY JUNE 10 
2 Cor 3:15-4:1  Ps 78:36-41  
Matt 5:20-26  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 37  
Job 16:1-17:2  Rom 8:12-17  
  
Evening Prayer:   Ps (39),40  
Josh 23   Luke 12:32-4  
 
FRIDAY JUNE 11 
St Barnabas the Apostle/ 
Panapa Tapu, te Āpōtoro 
Job 29:11-16  Ps 98  
Acts 11:19-26  John 15:12-17  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 100,101,117  
Jer 9:23-24  Acts 4:32-37  
  
Evening Prayer:  Ps 147  
Eccles 12:9-14  
   
SATURDAY JUNE 12 
2 Cor 5:14-end  Ps 103:1-12  
Matt 5:33-37 
  
Morning Prayer:  Ps (41),42,(43)  
Job 18   Rom 8:31-end  
 
Evening Prayer:   Ps (45),46  
Josh 24:29-end  Luke 12:49-end   
 


